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NEWS & VIEWS

It is strange how fortunes change in football,
and with no apparent reason. Last season —
although we won by one goal to nil at Roker
Park — when Sunderland visited the County
Ground on Saturday, 25th March, 1972, they
were challenging strongly for promotion to
Division 1. They occupied third place with 39
points from 32 games. Above them were Mill-
wall and Norwich City, both with 44 points
from 33 games. As is well known, Norwich City
went up and were accompanied by Birmingham
City, who enjoyed a late run. (Nevertheless, it
gave us great pleasure to defeat them last
Saturday in the F.A. Cup competition.)

Today, just ten months later, Sunderland
visit us, not hoping for promotion but striving
desperalely to be free of relegation worries.
They are in the fourth from bottom position
with 20 points from 22 games.

The game is a vital one for both clubs, as
Swindon are in sixteenth place in the League
table with 22 points from 25 games. Thus our
need is equally urgent. Earlier in the season
we lost 2-3 at Sunderland, so it is our turn to
win,

Last season's game was a splendid one,
which resulted in a draw of one goal each.
Latham scored an excellent goal after twenty
minutes, and Peter Noble equalised in the
thirtieth minute.

While the gate of 17,375 last Saturday was
rather disappointing, the crowd reaction was
splendid, somewhat reminiscent of the great
days of the 1963 to 1964 seasons, when we
even got cheers if we won the toss. May we
have many repeats of last Saturday, both from
the team and the supporters.

So the draw for the Fourth Round of the F.A.
Cup competition has not been very kind to
Swindon: West Bromwich Albion or Nottingham

Forest away from home. Whatever the result of
the replay it is a very difficult game for us in
every respect. Without being In any way
pessimistic, we must face the possibility of a
defeat and considering all the circumstances,
the attendance will not be very high. However,
the Cup games prove altractive, and Swindon
is full of ‘Cup tradition’. A repetition of last
Saturday's form would bring the desired result.

Which club would we prefer? Both have
pleasant grounds and happy memories. We well
remember season 1966/67, when we reached
the Fifth Round of the competition, and played
three matches against Nottingham Forest,
finally losing 0-3 at Villa Park. | well recall the
reception given to us at the City Ground, Trent
Bridge, in the first of the three games. That
season we were awarded the ‘Sunday Mirror’
Giant Killers Cup, the presentation being made
by Sam Leitch, now of BBC Sports Parade.

We also shall always recall that unforgettable
night at the Hawthorns in December 1968,
when we defeated Burnley 3-2 in the third
game to win the Semi-Final of the League Cup
competition. What an amazing game, and what
hospitality by the West Bromwich Club. |
should think everyone connected with football
in this country was present that evening, and
most of them feeling proud and pleased that
the underdog had come out on top. We shall
always have a warm corner in our hearts for
West Bromwich officials and supporters, With-
out being unkind, and those happy memories
still with us, | think most of us would like to
return once again to the Hawthorns.

Oxford United have been drawn at home, but
could still face strong opposition. Reading and
Bristol City (provided they win their games)
have both been drawn away against teams from
a higher Division. We wish all three the best of
luck.



If we can maintain the kind of form we showed
in the Cup game last Saturday we will soon
pull away from the bottom of the table and
establish a reasonable position.

The Birmingham game turned out to be a
very interesting tussle, with both sides a little
cautious in the earlier exchanges.

As the game progressed into the second
half we began to create more chances, and
when David Moss made a good run on the
left-hand side he pulled the ball back for Joe
Butler to finish with a good left-foot shot.

This goal really shook Birmingham, and for
the next ten minutes our team defended very
well whilst under heavy pressure, until David
Moss was put through, on the right-hand side
this time, only to be pulled down after beating
the goalkeeper. Ray Treacy made no mistake
from the resulting penalty.

A good all-round performance as far as our
tearn were concerned, and | am sure all our
fans must have been pleased with the resull.

This Saturday we welcome Sunderland, who
are close beside us in the Second Division
table, and with Bob Stokoe taking over very
recently their results have already begun to
improve. I'm sure we are in for a tough game
today.

Our Youth team game against Bristol City
was postponed on Tuesday evening owing to
their F.A. 3rd Round replay. The game will now
be played on Tuesday next, the 23rd January,
on the same evening as we play Cardiff City.

On Tuesday | made the trip up to Nottingham
to have a look at our next F.A. Cup opponents,
but the game was ended prematurely by fog.
The teams now replay on Monday, and it is

with a great deal of interest that we await the
result.

My own view on what | saw on Tuesday is
just a slight fancy for West Bromwich. | am
sure that any Second Division side would
rather be matched against a First Division
team, rather than one from their own League.
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Match Ball Donors

J. Wilmer (Coal Merchants), Sl. Margaret's Road,

Swindon.
Rimes of Swindon, 102 Commercial Road, Swindon.

Clark Bros. Sports & Soclal Club, Stratton Rd., Swindon.
H. M. Howard & Sons, Manor Farm, Marston, Devizes,
C. Day, Burford Road, Brize Norton, Oxon.

Techomes Lid., Wilney Hoad, Eyhsham, Oxford.

W. J. Castle & Son, 4-5 Market Street, Swindon,
Hydraulics Division of The Plessey Company, Swindon.
Gatemen and Stewards of Swindon Town F.C.

The Pork Shop, 50 Fleet Street, Swindon,

Mr. T. F. Forde, Cartarton Haulage and Plant Hire Ltd

GOLDEN GOAL WINNERS

FULHAM iSalur:lay. 23rd December, 1972)

18! Goal (£60) 32m 78 — Mr. D. Warman, 64 Cunning-
ham Road, Swindon.

Last Goal (£10) 73m 56s — F. Nicholls, 13 Clifton
Street, Scarborough, Yorks.

Atlendance (£10) Actual 9,489 (paid on 15,001) — Mr.
A. Green, 2 Rock Close, Carterton, Oxaon.

Cover photo:

Roger Hynd gets the ball clear despite the
efforts of Peter Noble and Ray Treacy. One of
the exciting goalmouth incidents from last
Saturday's Cup game with Birmingham City.



: - — T e — T
-y s T P s iﬂi?dfﬂ.ﬂ””}&. .

P i e B B u:a:mo?w ”Em__r.aoo
: jied £ ‘USAIDOW SWI ‘UOlIWeH wWip ‘peany suuaqg ‘saubny Alllg ‘sisquieyd ueug ‘u9) Aggog ‘URWR|0D YAy ‘llmsioH W :(1uBu o) yal) Bunus
Mo 008 isiog %9190 PISIOUOG UB| ‘Wid SIOWY ‘SUOIE IO 'UOSIEM SAEQ ‘UCIO@ OF ‘ASAIEH UIIEW ‘AISWOBIUCH wir :(1yBU 0} YoI) Buipums |

- e — = e -

< -

.f/a




































