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Today we once again turn our attention
to the F.A. Cup and our Fourth Round tie
with our visitors Leeds United.

1t 1s with great pleasure that we welcome
the Directors, officials, team and suppor
ters of this famous Northern Club to the
County Ground.

A lot has been wnitten and said about this
tie but football is and always will be basi
cally about twenty-two player's on the field
of play

Although we ofier our hospitality to Lieeds
United, quite naturzlly we all hope that we
shall be able to end their interest 1n this
illustrious competition and allow the name
of Swindon Town to be entered in the draw
for the Fifth Round of the FA. Cup.

The feat can cnly be achieved by the
required application of our playersand you
the supporters. ] have appealed to you
many times in the past, tc give the team
your vocal suppprt throughout the ninety
minutes of a match. Once agamn [ make no
apology for repeating. that your support 1s
vital. You can lift the team to unheralded
heights with your constant backing. A
County Ground roar could well prove to be
the differepce i us being mmvelved 1o
Kound Five.

The recent Arctic weather conditions have
once again hit the football programme.
Matches have been pestponed and again
we have had the usual critics askang the
perennial question of how to combat the
freeze. There is no easy answer, if there
was it would have been nationally adopted

The artificial surfaces that have been
adopted by various clubs have come under
attack recently by several opposing clubs.
There 1S po doubt it doss give & distinct
advantage to the home club. A useiul busi-
| ness proposition, but nowhere near assatis-
factory as the under soil heating installed
on a lot of the grounds.

Whatever system is adopted thereisstill a
considerable cutlay in terms of finance and
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with the current climate surrounding soc-
cer not conductve (o good housekeeping!
There is always the safsty aspect concerm-
g the surrounds and the terracing, it isnot
simply a question of asking z refsres to
pass & pitch as playable. Simply there is no
easy answer, it 1 something that unfortu-
nately we all have to live with.

For those of you who do not regularly attend
our league matches, we hope that you will
find that todays match whets your appetite
for more County Ground action. [ am sure
you would find watching Swindon Town
Football Club a worthwhile pastime.

Don't forget to keep that roar gomg - for
ninety minuies - not nine.

uniil the 21st Century.

Once again we have been
inundated with the unusual
problem of the WEATHER.

It ammives everyday, every-
week, season and year and
yet it never fails to cause
havoc or comment. No one
knows how to deal with itor
cope with it. Football clubs
are at the mercy of the
elements, an industry that is
totally reliant on weather
and in particular iis after effects.

August to October are usually the only
menths you can rely on non-interfer-
ence and then come the following fog,
water-logged piiches, frozen pitches
and spow. The sun is the only nend
and yet clubs decline to play in sum-
mer. Chester City completed a mernry
go round this season by having a virus.
It began n the former Roman strong-

hold and returned later in the season,

another hazard to add 1o the list always
threatening tc suffocale cur nancnal

Summer football could be an answer
but it is never likely to be miroduced.
Winter is the fraditional time for foot-
ball and soccer on a hot summers day
arrives on the scene with an answer ©
these problems of weather football will
continue to soldier cn with all its
deficiencies and yet when May comes
each year the fixnre list is complete.
Matches will continue to be posiponed,
the majority do notf want artificial pitch-
es and no one could envis-
age a covered pitch with a

sliding roof! At least not _

In the meantime continue to
fune intoyour local weather
forecasts until May arrives
and with the exception of

a virus we will be able

o guaraniee soccer next
August. Unless of course
the cppaosition fail to arrive,
even a playable piich 1s no
guarantee these days.
























































































