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COMMENT

WILL FOOTBALL EVER LEARN

A few weeks ago Paul Davis threw a jaw-breaking
punch in full view of the television cameras, last week
the fighting was out of sight — but can it ever be out of
mind?

Surely not — for the game can no longer escape the attentions of the
media. It is no good football managers bleating that it has nothing to do
with anyone other than the players concerned. It most certainly has
everything to do with everyone who loves football. The game wants
good publicity so it must earn itin EVERYTHING it does. The only way to
ensure that only good things are said is to make sure only good things
happen.

ONE YEAR AGO

Exactly one year ago today Norwich City Football Club
faced a most difficult decision, the rights and wrongs of
that decision have been well debated.

The singing fans, the waving scarves and the yellow and green balloons
released from the terraces on Saturday says it all.

In the last twelve months, Norwich City has survived an Extraordinary
General Meeting, turned potential Second Division football into an old
bad dream and seen its manager awarded the highest honour in the
league game — the Barclays Manager of the Month.

CHRISTMAS IS COMING

So you will be looking for some suitable presents for
your friends and relations who may not be able to join
you on the terraces at Carrow Road.

Norwich City’s magnificent start to the season is all recorded on video
cassette which can be obtained from the Promotions Office at Carrow
Road. What better way to lighten the gloom of winter for somecne you
know who lives many miles away than to send them a cassette of one of
the Canaries greatest victories this term. And don’t forget, the Club will
have a full set available at the end of the season together with a Canary
goals compilation —a film library of every time the ball hits the back of
the net.

COMING NEXT....

The next visitors at Carrow Road will be Sheffield
Wednesday on Saturday.

No, its not a conundrum! But do you know why they are called
“Wednesday”? In Saturday’s programme you can find out. Norwich City
has played Wednesday less times than most of the other established
league clubs mainly because they have shared a position in the same
league on only nine previous occasions. Last season they rather spoilt
the Canary revival with a 3-0 victory at the time when Norwich had just
achieved their highest position in the league. History, they say, has a
habit of repeating itself but Norwich have been proving that wrong this
past few weeks. Long may it continue.




TEAM TALK

windon Town. That
S name rings bells. It

would certainly be nice
to make amends for last
season’s defeats by them.
Hopefully we have learned
from the experiences and
can put matters right this
evening.

It is always nice to be
involved in knock-out
football, it gets the adrenalin
pumping that much quicker,
and there can be no more
instant competition than this
one.

This round has to be
concluded tonight so if we
are level after 90 minutes
there will be extra-time and
if that does not sort out
a winner the tie will be
decided on a penalty
shoot-out.

Could be exciting and we
certainly will not be taking
Swindon lightly. Last season

" they showed us their
fighting quality and we can
expect 100 per cent effort
from them tonight. No team
under the direction of Lou
Macari dares give less.
That’s the way he likes to
play it and he has been very
successful.

So far this has been a
marvellous season for us
with just one hiccup, at
Leicester City, last week.

I will talk more about thatin
Saturday’s programme,
suffice to say that we are out
of the Littlewoods Cup.

Now the Simod Cup might
not attract the same interest
as that competition but we
are still determined to do as
well as we possibly can. For
should we be fortunate
enough to go all the way it
could prove very lucrative
with a final at Wembley.

Obviously the lads would
like to play there and we
would like to take them
there. No matter what the
competition you can not
dilute the magic of a
Wembley appearance.

At this juncture it will be
difficult because the Simod
Cup is not a competition that
has captured the public’s
imagination. No doubt the
closer Wembley looms the
better the response will be
but in the meantime we
have to play in front of
smaller gates.

It is a pity really because
there can be some
interesting and exciting
moments. | recall a very
good game we had against
Millwall last season during
which Bryan Gunn was
injured and had to come out
of goal. Up stepped Robert
Rosario to volunteer to take
over Bryan's jersey and he
performed quite well in that
position.

It was a hidden talent we
were not aware of so we
learned something from that
game.

with Dave Stringer

Talking of injuries we
have been very fortunate in
that direction this season,
and I’'m sure our ability to be
able to field a settled side
has played a big partin our
success. However in the last
two or three games we have
not been so lucky — Andy
Townsend being forced out
of the game with
Southampton with
concussion —and further
knocks have taken their toll
at Leicester and Wimbledon.

These injuries could open
the door for some of our
fringe players to stake their
claims, as indeed Malcolm
Allen did on Saturday when
he scored with his second
touch of the game at
Wimbledon.
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