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STOP BLEATING

Recent controversy over the number of players being sent off
this season has been closely linked with the new interpreta-
tion of the so called ‘professional foul’ offence.

With each incident being entirely different the most important factor
is that the law reads ‘in the opinion of the referee . ... The man in
black can only judge the offence by what he sees without the benefit
of action replays. This new interpretation of the law was introduced
to improve the entertainment level of the game and to punish those
who seek to gain advantage by serious foul play. Everyone in football
must accept the referee’s decision as final and concentrate their
efforts on achieving success within the laws of the game.

ONE OUT ALL OUT

The French players football union have recently called for a
strike from all their members. The dispute concerns some-
thing which has also affected the British game.

Freedom of Contract has dramatically changed the transfer system
and movement of players in this country, allowing individuals the
right to move on at the end of their contracts. The French players are
trying to insert release clauses into their contracts which will virtually
give them the right to leave clubs when it suits them. Surely the
players must allow the clubs some sort of stability so that they can
plan for the future knowing which players will be available to them.
The balance has already shifted hugely in favour of the players but
this would be one step too far.

FICKLE FOLK

Yesterday’s hero, Howard Kendall received a less than
friendly reception from Manchester City supporters during
the recent televised game against Everton at Goodison Park.
In the second half of last season Kendall lifted Manchester City clear
of the relegation zone to a final position of 14th in Division One. He
was hailed as a ‘'messiah’ and his success continued in the early part
of this season as he took City to a lofty position in the league. The
choice he made to return to his old club, Everton, was a controversial
but understandable one. City fans may not find his choice acceptable
but the desire to return to his old stamping ground proved too strong
and the personal abuse he received was not justified.

REPLAYS PERMITTING

Providing neither ourselves nor Southampton draw in
today’s FA Cup matches we will play hosts to The Saints on
Wednesday in the rearranged Zenith Data Systems Cup.

The chance to reach the Southern area semi-final is at stake, with the
exciting prospect of a home tie with near neighbours Ipswich Town
the reward, which is in turn only two matches from a Wambley
appearance. With the result having to be reached at the first attempt
it should prove to be a cracking cup tie. Don‘t miss it. . . Norwich City

v Southampton Wednesday January 30th — kick-off 7. 45 pm
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