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“We expect such a lot
== from our professional
T foothallers. It's part of

C.M. Edwards

smasmensesamonmse — the bulldog breed of the

ENM. Watkins LM, R.L. Ofive.

Mo Forpson 56 British syndrome.

Honours
European Champion Glubs'
Cap Winners
1968
European Cup Winners'
Cup Winners
1991
FA Premier League Champions
1993, 1994, 1996
FA Premier League
Runners Up
1995
Football League Division One
Champions
1908, 1911, 1952, 1956
1857, 1965, 1967
Runners Up
1947, 1948, 1949, 1951
1959, 1954, 1968, 1980
1988, 1992
Fil Challenge Cup Winners
1909, 1948, 1963, 1977
1983, 1985, 1990, 1994, 1995
Finalists
1957, 1958, 1976
1979, 1985
Football League Gup Winners
1992
Finalists
1983, 1991, 1994
European Super Cup Winners
1991
FA Charily Shield Winners
1508, 1911, 1952, 1956, 1957
1983, 19493, 1994, 1996
Joint Holders
1965, 1967, 1977, 1990

-

YY¥PL
1y¥le




rqusSoly

| am looKing at the big picture tonight and takinf into account
a

all our commitments and the demands on our p

In other words you will see a few different faces in
our team as we welcome Swindon Town and Steve
McMzhon te Old Trafford for the third round of the
Coca-Cola Cup.

| intend no disrespect to either Swindon or the
competition itself but we are at the tail end of one
heck of a spell..a round of World Cup qualifiers
involving many of our senior players, playing
Liverpool, always a demanding match, and then the
long trip to Turkey to face Fenerbahce in the UEFA
Champions League before our match at Newcastle
United at the weekend.

By any standard that is a pretty testing run and it is
why | have built up a squad this season which has
quality and strength in some considerzable depth.
This is an occasion to use it and bring in a few
fresh legs.

| feel | am also duty bound in fairmess to the
players who have sat on the bench and have been
desperate to play at first-team level, but have had
to be patient. | have explained to those who have
been left out that with a bit of luck we will be
involved in anything up to sixty games this season
and that sooner or later they will be needed.

Intensiiy

This is one of those occasions and at this stage
everything points this evening to players like Paul
Scholes, Raimond van der Gouw, Simon Davies,
Terry Cooke, Michael Appleton, Ben Thornley and
the always supportive Brian McClair getting a taste
of the top action.

People | speak to in Europe are always amazed at
the intensity of the game in this country. Managers
and coaches ask me how do we plan and motivate
out teams when so much is asked of them.

We tend to take it all for granted, at least until one
of our clubs come a cropper in European
competition and wonder why. | assure you, in any
comparison with Continental countries, we expect
such a lot from our professional footballers. It's
part of the bulldog breed of the British syndrome.

yers.

I doubt if | can change the system but at least | can
devise a strategy betier able to deal with it, and as
| say, we have 2 pool of players at Old Trafford
these days which | believe is capable of taking the
strain.

Inspiration
We are now in 2 much better position to ride with
a few injuries and also ring the changes to cope
with the demands of a wave of big games.

So no insult to Swindon if this evening's team
represents a few changes compared with the line-
up at St James' Park on Sunday. | must be careful
not to make tos many changes of course,
something | possibly did last season when we
perhaps had too many young ones in the side and
came unstuck against York City.

Whatever our team though | have every confidence
they will perform to expectations and we will
certzinly not be underestimating Steve McMahon's
side. Teams from 2 lowser division always seem to
draw inspiration when they come to play
Manchester United.

| have seen them three times this season, partly
because of going to watch my son, Damen, play
against them for Wolves, and so | am well aware of
their qualities.

They will test us | know, Steve was a fighter as 2
player and his team bring the same approach.

At the same time we are going well at the moment.
We were il thrilled by our two-goal win in Turkey,
a result which has us on course to qualify from the
UEFA Champions League for the quarter-finals.
Questions have been asked about our record in
Europe playing away, but on this occasion we
supplied the right answer.

We will need to concentrate of course, especially
after the shock of our defeat at Newcastle.

It was a chastening experience. Perhaps the recent
matches caught up with us. The one thing certain,
though, is that we will quickly recover.
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agonising, gut








































































































































